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ANSWER : Everything is easy to understand in the attitude of
Mah?tma Gandhi if one remembers that his true aim is not what people
generally think, but what he has expressed to me a few days ago, saying,
"I do not work for freedom of India, I work for non-violence in the
world and that is the difference between me and Mr. Tilak. Mr. Tilak
was telling me, 'I would sacrifice even truth for freedom of my country*
but I am ready to sacrifice even freedom for the sake of truth.5' In the
light of these words you can understand the reason of the actual post-
ponement of national programme, until the spirit of violence has been
shaken everywhere in India; that means probably until the end of the
world!
The mind of Mahatmaji can be expressed in a word "Non-violence at
any cost"; just as the mind of Mrs. Besant and of the Moderate party
can be expressed by the motto e*Law and Order at any cost"; and such is
also the will of the Government. But the will of the national soul behind
and above all is "At any cost a new Law and a new Order".
This will of the new spirit in India, Asia and ail over the World
is the only one which by any way is sure to triumph.
I had a rare time with   M. Paul Richard.   We had many
happy hours together.   I could see at once that our views of life
were fundamentally different in some respects, but that did not
matter in the slightest degree to me. We met each other as dis-
tant acquaintances.   We parted as the best of friends and though
it is now my lot to criticize what M. Paul Richard has said, my
regard   for   his   learning,  for his  humanity and his philosophy
remains undiminished.   But  I  cannot help expressing my deep
regret that he should have related what was sacred conversation
between him and me and that in an attenuated form.   He makes
me cut a sorry figure in that interview. It is not possible to deny
the substance of it, and yet torn from its context and put in the
language of M. Paul Richard it makes me look so utterly ridi-
culous.  The Maharashtra party and I are endeavouring to under-
stand each other.  We are coming daily nearer.  That party would
rightly resent any reflection on my part upon the career or the
character of one of the greatest of Indians and one who rules
that party's hearts as no other man rules the hearts of any other
set of men.  M. Paul Richard and I were engaged in a deeply reli-
gious  discourse.    I  was trying to give to him the fundamentals
of my own faith.  I was arguing upon the sharp difference that both
he and I observed between us, and whilst I was elucidating my
point I came upon the differences between the Lokamanya and
myself in a reverent spirit. After many a frank chat with the Loka-
manya I had come to see that on some vital matters we could never